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Through the years, I’ve come in contact with many young 
people and their locations are everywhere on this Earth. They 
desired to keep in contact with me and likewise. God laid it on 
my heart in 2015 to try and stretch myself by trying something 
different. Starting this blog has challenged me in many ways. 
It’s not easy to just put yourself out there on the world wide 
web, but I have to follow what I believe God has laid on my 
heart. This blog encourages me to keep up getting in the Word 
and studying it. Yet as you read through my blogs you’ll realize 
I’m not consistent. I’m human and I stumble off course.

Like I said in my very first blog:

This site is called: Rising Above. We know that God has a plan 
and purpose for all that He does because He loves us. Right 
now, I want to challenge you to cling onto God and rise above 
whatever you are facing today. Maybe it is peer pressure, 
depression, fear, addiction, or self-worth. You are not alone! 
You are accepted, loved, cherished, valued, and special in the 
eyes of God. The world’s perspective does not matter. In fact, 
Colossians 3:2 says: “Set your affection on things above, not 
on things on this earth.”

I might not have a degree in theology, but I have always felt 
called to be of example for others. One of my favorite Bible 
verses is found in 1 Timothy 4:12. It reads: “Don’t let anyone 
look down on you because you are young, but set an example 
for the believers in speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity.” 
I have found that sometimes I just have to step back and let 
God lead me where He knows He can use me. In the end, He 
always gets all the glory!

Thank you for going on this journey with me to rise above as a 
community!

Kristyn Ewing



It’s a new school year and time to return to classes. During New 
Student Orientation, a list of churches in Greenville was handed 
out to new students. The students have the choice to attend 

or not. The college informs its students on the opportunities 
available but does not force anyone to go to church. If you are 
unsure of where to attend or aren’t sure if you want to go, pray 
about it. Prayer can plant a desire in your spirit and can help you 
find a church that will help you grow.

With busy schedules, it’s easy to get worn out during the week 
and want to sleep in on the weekends. Getting up for church on 
Sunday morning might not be the first thing on your mind, but it’s 
important to recharge for the upcoming week. Church is essential 
in staying connected with the body of Christ. It’s important to walk 
with other Christians and ground yourself in the word. Seek healing 
and community with other believers. God’s grace is never-ending.

Once the heart is in the right place, realize being a part of the body 
of Christ is being a part of something bigger than ourselves. It’s 
putting God first, others second, and ourselves last. Not only do 
we fellowship with other believers who lift us up, but we should 
want to in return invest in them, point them toward Christ, and 
help them in their walk with God. Many great pastors and thriving 
churches around us are eagerly waiting for our arrival—to build 
community. The body of Christ needs our individually unique 
spiritual talents.

Romans 12:4-5 says: “For just as we have many members in one 
body and all the members do not have the same function, so we, 
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members 
one of another.”

Don’t seek out perfection when looking for a church because there 
is no ‘perfect church’. Romans 3:23 says: “For all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God.” Growing up, changing churches of 
different denominations, none were found perfect. As I’ve gotten 
older, I’ve been able to find what the church is to me:

“The church is not a building made up of material things. In my eyes, 
the people within the building make up the church. It’s about the 
heart of the people—broken people coming from many different 
backgrounds. They are all seeking God’s guidance, desiring His 
unconditional love, and longing to know that the impossible is 
possible.” Matthew 19:26 says: “With man this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible.” People are searching and all 
answers can be found in Christ.”

The question comes down to: Why are you a part of the church? 
What is the church for you? Will you be a part of the church?

Francis Chan once said in his book Forgotten God: “The church 
become irrelevant when it becomes purely a human creation. We 
are not all we were made to be when everything in our lives and 
churches can be explained apart from the work and presence of 
the Spirit of God.”

Pray about being a part of the church. Engage in the healing process 
that will involve being comfortable with being uncomfortable. 
Want to be a part of the church where ‘something bigger than 
ourselves’ is put into action. Trust that God has some awesome 
plans in mind for you—plans that will change the course of your 
life and the world around you. Jeremiah 29:11 says: “For I know the 
plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and 
not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”
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I looked into a magnifying glass and immediately said, 
“Whoa!” What I thought were ordinary objects became 
objects with a whole lot of detail; I saw things my normal 

eyes could not comprehend.

Some days and sometimes we have to be honest and open 
up. We have to take a magnify glass up to our lives. As 
Christians, we are broken and we have to confess that. We’re 
not always strong—we’re weak. We’re not always gentle—
we’re tough. We’re not always winning, but we’re losing. 
We’re not always laughing, but we’re crying. We’re not 
always happy—we’re exploding. 
We are a mess and so we turn 
our eyes to the One we know 
has all the answers.

Some times we need to be 
honest and open. We need to 
hold up a magnifying glass to 
our lives. As Christians, we are 
broken, and need to confess it. 
We’re not always strong - but 
weak. We’re not always gentle 
- but tough. We’re not always 
winning - but losing. We’re not 
always laughing - but crying. 
We’re not always happy - but 
exploding. We are a mess, so 
we turn our eyes to the One we 
know has all the answers.

We need Jesus just as much as 
the next person over and we 
need to magnify who He really is because there is so much 
depth to who He truly is that should leave us in complete 
awe. Through the ups and downs—God is our constant 
protector in every moment of every single person’s life. 
He’s there, never changing, and He longs for our attention 
because He not only loves us, but He truly cares about us. It 
says in John 10:25 twice that: “NO ONE will snatch my sheep 
out of my hand and NO ONE will snatch them out of my 
Father’s hand.” It also says though: “I did tell you, but you do 
not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about 
me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. My 
sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”

We need Jesus just as much as the next person. We need to 
magnify Him for who He really is, because there is so much 
depth to who He truly is that it should leave us in complete 
awe. Through the ups and downs, God is our constant 
protector in every moment of every single person’s life. He’s 
there, never changing. He longs for our attention, because 
He not only loves us, but He truly cares about us. John 10:25 

says, “NO ONE will snatch my sheep out of my hand, and 
NO ONE will snatch them out of my Father’s hand”. It also 
says, ““I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do 
in my Father’s name testify about me, but you do not believe 
because you are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I 
know them, and they follow me.”

“My sight is incomplete and I made you look small. I’ve been 
staring at my problems for way too long. Realign where 
my hope it set. Until you’re all that’s left. But just a glimpse 
draws my heart to change. And one side of you lays my sin to 
waste. I don’t need to see everything. Just more of you.

God be greater than the 
worries in my life. Be 
stronger than the weakness 
in my mind. Be louder; let 
your glory come alive. Be 
magnified.”

I heard this song on the radio 
by We Are Messengers this 
morning for the first time and 
I immediately looked into 
it. Magnify isn’t a word a lot 
of people use in every day 
talk, but I looked it up. Other 
words for magnified are: 
enlarge, maximize, extend, 
expand, amplify, and glorify.

There is a reason why to this 
day the cross is still a ‘symbol 
of Christ’s crucifixion’ and 

the Bible is a collection of ‘sacred texts in Christianity’—they 
aren’t fads/short-lived. John 14:6 it says: “I am the way, the 
truth and the life.” If we magnify that verse: The word ‘the’ is 
definitely specified.

My prayer is that we begin to realize that He is the one true 
God. I pray that we magnify who He truly is and we listen 
to His voice and follow Him. I pray that we don’t keep it to 
our small group of friends, but we spread that news and 
our testimonies everywhere we go because we don’t know 
what tomorrow holds for any of us. We aren’t Christians who 
hold up these religious rules, but we are relatable. The big 
difference is that we have been saved by grace through Christ 
Jesus our Lord and we know we are not of this world.

“Take it all, take it all away. Magnify no other name. Open up 
open up my eyes to you.”

T r u l y 

Magnify
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Awesome Results 
of Sharing
• People have related to my 
story… or at least one of them 
I know of. I say if I can impact 
one life—that would be so 
worth it.

• People have felt safe enough 
to come and open up with me 
about their struggles which…

• Leads to the opportunity that 
I have gotten to lead them to 
Christ! Side note: It is important 
that we know the steps on 
how to lead someone to Christ 
because of doing things like 
sharing our testimonies. Which 
is another blog for another 
time!

A good friend of mine, our 
group leader, reminded us in 
class this morning that: “Your 
testimony does not have a 
time limit. Your testimony 
could be 30 seconds to 30 
minutes. It really is open to 
whatever… it is wherever the 
Spirit takes you.” Below is my 
own personal testimony that 
I have outlined. It is the one 
I shared as a counselor. I do 
want to point out that this was 
just one struggle I have gone 
through—a small piece of my 
life testimony. My testimony is 
still being written to this very 
day! Hopefully, this helps you. 
Any questions, comments, or 
concerns—feel free to shoot me 
a message. This is just a great 
story to have ready to go when 
needed.

8 My Testimony 
About Me

• People in my life: my dad, mom, younger brother, and Cooper our dog

• Born and raised in a Christian home

• Attended Sky Lodge Christian Camp my whole life and when I was 7, I accepted Jesus 
into my heart

• My family was found at every church event—from going twice on a Sunday to every 
Wednesday night

 -I was a Bible Quizzer amd a camp aid at Camp of Champions

Junior High Years

• I struggled with low self-esteem. I didn’t feel good enough and it effected my academics. 
I didn’t have many friends and  was always reminded to ‘do my best’ and ‘just be me’, but 
something still felt off.

 -I found comfort in 1 Samuel 16:7 which says: “The Lord does not look at the things 
man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

HIgh School Years

• Realized I needed to be my own person. As I tried, people at school would call me ‘miss 
goody two-shoes’. This phrase meant they would assume that I did really well academically 
and everything in my life was perfect because I was a Christian and was nice to all those I 
came in contact with.

• Outside school I had my youth group to lean on. I realized how people looked up to me. 
Onenight during worship, he song God of this City caught my attention. “Greater things 
are yet to come and greater things are still to be done here.”

 -I relaized that God wanted to use me to set an example which lead to discovering 
my leadership skills.

 -1 Timothy 4:12 says: “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, 
but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, and in purity.”

 -I got baptized in 2015. Batism is making a public commitiment in front of others 
and God that I was committing my life to following HIm.

College Years

• My prayer since the beginning has been to ‘Always pray to have eyes that see the best in 
people, a heart that forgives the worst, a mind that forgets the bad, and a soul that never 
loses faith in God.” -Unknown

 -Worked 2 whole summers at Camp of Champions as a counselor

 -Volunteered as a Sunday School Teacher for Kindergartners

 -Volunteered as a High School counselor at Sky Lodge for 2 summers (1 week each)

 -Graphic Design Major at ICC and I have a dream to work in the Christian 
 Magazine Industry

• Through it all the Bible says and I agree when Psalms 73:26 says: “My health may fail, and 
my spirit may grow weak, but God remains the strength of my heart; He is mine forever.”

Had the privilege of talking to a group of high school 
and college students today in Sunday School about 
giving our testimonies. I shared kind of my experiences 

in giving my testimony and passed on to them what I have 
learned and/or the tools to put a testimony together. Since I 
had it typed up, I figured I would share it with you as well.

Two summers ago, I started working at a summer camp. As a 
counselor, it was part of the job to share our testimony once 
during the summer in front of the whole camp. Immediately 
freaked out, but they talked through it with us.
 

Giving Your Testimony

When people share testimonies usually it is in courtrooms 
under bad circumstances. Your testimony, in our case, is 
your own personal story of your life with a great twist—twist 
meaning God is involved. Sharing your testimony can be 
looked at as an act of worshiping God. God actually wants us 
to share it. Luke 8:39 says: “Return home and tell how much 
God has done for you.” We are called to ‘share hope’, ‘make 
disciples’, and be a ‘light for Christ’. Matthew 5:14 says: “You 
are the light of the world.”

• Start out by telling your listeners about some basic 
information about whom you are, so they can get to know 

you. Keep it short. Then begin telling them about 1 struggle 
in your life that you have had to overcome.

• Now share the turning point or how you have overcome it.

• Wrap up with where you are today and how your walk with 
God is currently.

• Then we were given time to write an outline of our 
testimony. Now, I really did struggle with this. I asked myself: 
“What ONE struggle do I want to share from my WHOLE 

life?”

Some Advice

Be real. Do not sugarcoat it. Yet you need to be aware of 
whom your audience is. If it is kids and something huge has 
happened in your life, say it is a tough subject, maybe try to 
pick a different struggle you have gotten through.
It does not matter if it is a big struggle or a little struggle. It is 
your story, so own it and be confident.

Your testimony is an opportunity for you to share that you are 
human too. It seems common that people put Christians on 
this platform and assume we are perfect. We know this is not 
true, so this is our time to show we struggle too.

T E S T I M O N Y
Self



Did you ever get lost in a large store 
like Wal-Mart when you were a 
child? To a growing person, the 

racks and aisles are giants and barriers 
keeping them from finding their guardian. 
Yet, it’s difficult for a child to understand 
how they got separated in the first place.

Years later, being lost is put on a larger 
scale. People are faced with a wide range 
of barriers—depression, suicide, hunger, 
disease, adjustments, miscarriages, 
divorce, bullying, replacement, rejections, 
fear, just to name a few. God never 
wanted us to experience these unbearable 
situations, but we do.

For I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory that is to be revealed to us” 
(Romans 8:18). 

Many people search for answers as to 
how they got lost. Instead of looking at 
your barriers as walls preventing you from 
reaching the other side, think of them as 
a testing of your faith that will produce 
perseverance making you complete 
(James 1:2-4). James 1:13 says no one 
should accuse God of their troubles: “No 
one should say, ‘God is tempting me.’ For 
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does 
he tempt anyone.” God is good and not to 
blame for the trials we face in this world.
If you’re feeling lost, remember that God is 
present in all of the chaos and confusion. 
Here are some bible verses to remind you:
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not 
be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 

strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with my righteous right hand” (Isaiah 
41:10).

But do not forget this one thing, dear 
friends: With the Lord, a day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years 
are like a day. The Lord is not slow in 
keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness. Instead, he is patient with 
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance” (2 Peter 
3:8-9).

The enemy is always trying to bring us 
down. He uses our weaknesses and 
exploits them for his advantage. John 
10:10 says: “The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy; I have come that 
they may have life, and have it to the full.” 
If we give into the fear, hurt, and anger, 
we underestimate the power of God. In 1 
Corinthians 10:13 we are reminded:
God is faithful; he will not let you be 
tempted beyond what you can bear. But 
when you are tempted, he will also provide 
a way out so that you can endure it.”

As a child, we learn quickly not to lose 
sight of our protectors because they 
keep us safe. Somehow, as we age, it 
becomes more difficult to surrender our 
weaknesses, pain, and doubts. By our 
own strength, we try to keep moving even 

when it is clear we need help. There will 
always be obstacles, but we can’t pretend 
that we are God.

I am the Lord, and there is no other; apart 
from me there is no God. I will strengthen 
you, though you have not acknowledged 
me” (Isaiah 45:5).

Surrender and proclaim: “God, Your will 
be done. Not my will, but Your will.” Allow 
God to carry your baggage, take away the 
betrayal, and all of your human struggles. 
When you are at the end of your rope, 
remember that God is love. 

Here are some comforting Bible verses:

“Submit to God and you will have peace” 
(Job 22:21).

“We know that God does not hear sinners; 
but if anyone is God-fearing and does His 
will, He hears him” (John 9:31).

“Your God, the Lord himself, will be with 
you. He will not fail you or abandon you” 
(Deuteronomy 31:6).

C.S. Lewis once said: “There are two kinds 
of people: those who say to God, ‘Thy will 
be done,’ and those to whom God says, ‘All 
right, then, have it your way.’

Your Will, 
Not Mine
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WORTH COMPARING WITH THE GLORY THAT IS TO BE REVEALED TO US.  
            -ROMANS 8:18



We’re in a place where we have trouble comprehending what is going on 
in our world. On Facebook, I see people changing their profile picture 
from “Pray for ______”, to the next ‘Pray for _______”. The news 

anchors on television say, “Yet again there’s been another _______”. People feel 
like they always have to keep up with the latest trends, and I find it tiring.

I’ve shared this with a few of my close friends. I have just felt really burdened 
lately. I just ache for this world because no matter what tragedy takes place, I 
know what the answer is and it’s Jesus. See 1 John 4:8 says: “The one who does 
not love does not know God, for God is love.” I’ve had to be reminded that YES, I 
may have the answer, but I myself don’t have to carry that burden. Jesus already 
did that—which I know, but I need to keep being reminded to take comfort in 
knowing that and to trust Him.

That being said, lately I’ve also been thinking a lot about dark and light.  Growing 
up in our church, we would play games in the dark.  I always dreaded it,  as I was 
so scared.  I wasn’t in control.  I couldn’t find the lights. I didn’t know what was 

going to happen.  Well, I ended up 
being a party pooper.  As soon as I 
found a light switch, I would turn it 
on.

I love the book of Ephesians, and 
today I’ve been reading Ephesians 
5:8-15 which reads: “For you 
were once darkness, but now 
you are light in the Lord. Live as 
children of light (for the fruit of 
the light consists in all goodness, 
righteousness and truth) and 

find out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds 
of darkness, but rather expose them. It is shameful even to mention what the 
disobedient do in secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes visible—
and everything that is illuminated becomes a light. This is why it is said: ‘Wake 
up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.’”

Proverbs 14:29 says, “Whoever is patient has great understanding, but one 
who is quick-tempered displays folly.” No matter if we find ourselves tired or 
burdened or scared, we need God every hour—we really do. He is the answer 
for what our world is seeking. It can be so easy for us to quickly react, or we just 
become anxious about what is going on around us. We allow fear to take over, 
and that’s not at all how we are supposed to be living. We need His patience and 
we need to trust Him. As believers, we know the answer. We need to call upon 
the Lord, and also be spreading this good news that we know. Isaiah 40:31 says, 
“Yet those who wait for the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up with 
wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, and they will walk and not 
become weary.”

This song has been my ‘go to song’ the past 24 hours and perfectly sums up this 
blog. “The Greatness of Our God” by: Hillsong Live.
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AnswerThe 
N O  S K Y  C O N T A I N S 

N O  D O U B T  R E S T R A I N S

A L L  Y O U  A R E ,

THE GREATNESS OF OUR GOD

I SPEND MY LIFE TO KNOW AND I’M FAR FROM CLOSE.

TO ALL YOU ARE, THE GREATNESS OF OUR GOD.



B E H I N D

THE SCENES

15

“Sometimes I can’t see anything. Through the dark, surrounding me. And at times I’m 
unsure about the ground. Beneath my feet, if it’s safe and sound. When it’s hard to 
find hope in the unseen. I have peace in knowing it will find me. Things aren’t always 
what they they seem. You’re only seeing part of me. There’s more than you could ever 
know behind the scenes. I’m incomplete and I’m undone, but I suppose like everyone. 
There’s so much more that’s going on behind the scenes.” -Francesca Battistelli

“You are more than the choices that you’ve made, You are more than the sum of your 
past mistakes, You are more than the problems you create, You’ve been remade.”   
          -Tenth Avenue North

“He is with you when your faith is dead and you can’t even get out of bed. Or your 
husband doesn’t kiss you anymore. He is with you when your baby’s gone. And your 
house is still, and your heart’s a stone. Cryin’ God, what’d You do that for. 
He is with you.” -Mandisa

“I called, You answered, And You came to my rescue and I, I wanna be where 
You are.”-Hillsong

“Just a whisper of your voice can tame the seas, so who am I to try to take the lead. 
Still I run ahead and think I’m strong enough. When you’re the one who made me 
from the dust. When did I forget that you’ve always been the king of the world? I try 
to take life back right out of the hands of the king of the world. How could I make you 
so small, when you’re the one who holds it all. You set it all in motion. Every single 
moment. You brought it all to be and you’re holding on to me.” -Natalie Grant

“Holy Spirit You are welcome here. Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere. 
Your glory God is what our hearts long for. To be overcome by Your presence Lord.”

They had issues behind the scenes, big and small struggles day in and day 
out. It was like a barrier to full emotional, spiritual, and even physical 
potential. Using every trick in the book, they would find ways to escape 

the trap. They would mentally cross their fingers, even praying that all of their 
trouble could be washed away by taking a shower.

Encountering people seemed impossible. A brave smile was always present 
as inside negative thoughts rushed through the mind. No one had a clue. In 
the darkness of night, there was no noise present. In the stillness there was no 
distraction - only facing up to what they had tried so hard to avoid.

Questions stirred in their mind: “Where to turn? Is giving into the voices or is 
quitting an option? Is putting up up walls to shutting everyone out an option?”

No.

As night came, the typing of familiar lyrics on YouTube also came. One by one, 
the lyrics came to mind even though battling whether even to click the button.

Thoughts spring to mind: Jesus is the source of healing and our light in the 
darkness. God is there no matter if we want to realize it or not. He knows us. He 
truly cares.

All we have to do is call on Him. Whether strong or weary, healthy or sick, 
accompanied or lonely, He will answer. Sometimes it helps to escape to a car 
to be alone. Sometimes it takes lifting up holy hands and bowing one’s knees. 
Sometimes it is simply saying the name, “Jesus”.

Life is not easy. No matter where we are on our walk with God, the enemy is 
around. We were never meant to walk it alone. God has sent the Holy Spirit to be 
with us and guide us. We need to be open and available for that support.

Feeling relief one song at a time. Going from breathless to breathing again. 
Youtube soon was closed out, but Instagram was immediately pulled up. 
Scrolling down, Natalie Grant was singing a song.

The struggle happens. Greed, pressure, power, pride are the barriers we have 
to fight past. Also trust and faith. Jesus is the answer in times of anxiety, 
depression, loss, and anything anyone goes through. He is always the answer, 
and surrendering to God’s way has to happen if change is the ultimate goal!



There is real joy that comes over us 
when we talk about the people in 
our lives whom we truly care about 

or memorable events that last a lifetime. 
For a moment, it’s a feeling of pure 
happiness— not mixed with misery of any 
sort. This joy is always readily available 
to us, especially when we realize where 
the root of real joy comes from. Every 
aspect of our lives then is filled with joy 
overflowing and never-ending— a state 
we never want to abandon.

The God we serve is a God of joy— all 
joy originates from Him. The NIV Bible 
is recorded to have the word “joy” 
mentioned approximately 218 times. It’s 
pretty amazing how “even though we 
have not seen him we love him; and even 
though we do not see him now, we believe 
in him and are filled with an inexpressible 
and glorious joy, for we are receiving the 
end result of our faith the salvation of our 
souls.” 1 Peter 1:8-9

‘Inexpressible and glorious joy‘ comes 
from believing in the Gospel: God sent 
Himself down in human form to die for 
the salvation of every single person. Not 
only that, but He rose from the grave 

three days later! We were brought from 
darkness to light. He bridged the gap so 
that we not only are alive now in Christ, 
but that life will be carried over into 
eternity.

Such a sacrifice deserves everything we 
are. We ought to share this joy we have 
in every aspect of our lives, from our 
friendships to our relationships and to our 
families. The ups and downs in life, as well 
as those high and low moments obviously 
aren’t constant, but through the Holy 
Spirit we can continuously experience 
joy. We’re, of course, always able to see 
Christ as our constant, unchanging 
example— our God of joy. “The world 
offers temporary joy, but Christ gives 
believers permanent joy through His 
death and resurrection.” Philippines 4:4 
says not once, but twice, “Rejoice in the 
Lord ALWAYS”. This shows how important 
it is that we are joyful and how often we 
should be joyful.

When we receive the power of the Holy 
Spirit we receive everlasting joy, which is 
a Fruit of the Spirit in our lives. Hopefully, 
we yearn to find joy in acknowledging 
how God sees us from His perspective and 

becoming confident in whom He created 
us to be: Chosen. Redeemed. Forgiven. 
Loved. Accepted. Adopted. Blessed. Sons 
and Daughters of the King.

Ephesians 1:11-12 says: “In him we were 
also chosen, having been predestined 
according to the plan of him who works 
out everything in conformity with the 
purpose of his will, in order that we, who 
were the first to put our hope in Christ, 
might be for the praise of his glory. And 
you also were included in Christ when you 
heard the message of truth, the gospel of 
salvation. When you believed, you were 
marked in him with a seal, the promised 
Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing 
our inheritance until the redemption of 
those who are God’s possession—to the 
praise of his glory.”

This inheritance is a gift; we are portions 
of many who have been forever changed, 
bringing Him honor and glory. We are a 
small, but significant part of the bigger, 
greater picture. That big picture is the 
end result, which is being with God for 
eternity.

Psalm 16:11 says: “You make known to me 
the path of life; you will fill me with joy in 
your presence, with eternal pleasures at 
your right hand.”

Without Jesus, there would be no hope 
of genuine joy coming from us, but now 
there can be! We must have a relationship 
with Jesus— not just ideological assent 
like we learned about this past week at 
Vespers. It’s only then will we value who 
we truly are— who God sees us as. It’s 
only then that each aspect of our lives will 
be radically changed. We should desire 
an authentic joy that comes over us when 
we talk about God. Every moment in His 
presence should truly be a feeling of pure 
joy, and as believers, we are confident 
that our relationship will last longer than 
a moment, but for eternity.
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It was this month last year that I started blogging. This right here is my #25. 

I’ve covered such a variety of topics and ended up sharing some of my own 
personal experiences with you. I really pray and think long and hard whether 

I want to share certain stories because I am one of those people who do not 
want to put my whole life story out here for everyone to know about. Why? 
Well because it would leave nothing to talk about when getting to know me in 
person (which I prefer so much more). I am currently speaking from personal 

experience.

I blog for many reasons, but to hear/
read the feedback I have gotten… it 
leaves me proud. Thank you sincerely 
for taking a few moments out of your 
day to read my blogs. It’s my prayer 
that you leave thinking or reflecting 
and feeling good about what you have 
read. I’ve said this before, but it’s true: 
There is so much gossip, negativity, 
pointless news and drama we read on 
social media, blogs, magazines, etc. 
We need so many more good reads to 
lift our spirits and remember what’s 
really important in our lives.

With that being said, the official 
countdown number today: 50. 50 

days until I move to Greenville and I start a new chapter of my life. I don’t know 
how many blog posts I will be getting out in the next weeks/month/next couple 
months. Lol. I have a lot of change coming my way—good change of course! 
Here is some insight  into my thinking: I look at my blog as not a high priority 
(sorry to be so honest). It’s just something that I casually do whenever I feel like 
or called to, but what’s exciting to think about is: who knows what the coming 
year of blogs will be like!?! It would mean a lot if you checked in/stayed in the 
loop of my blogs because one might randomly pop up one day. In the mean time, 
feel free to go back and read my past blogs. I think they’re worth reading, but 
that’s just my opinion.

What I firmly believe and really know, and what I center my blogs around: He 
knows. God knows everything and I completely trust Him. Take a few minutes, 
open up your Bible to Psalm 139, read it nice and slow and let the words sink 
in. See, we are all faced with times of confusion, fear, helplessness, etc.—times 
when it feels like our world is falling apart. Psalm 139 is becoming the chapter I 
look to and use it as a reminder. I don’t know about you, but it’s in the midst of 
my weakness or so much change going on all at once, I need someone/anybody 
to know what is going on and who knows me inside and out. For me, that’s God 
and I pray that you know that God has your back too. He has literally forever—
that’s not a ‘too extreme’ answer.

Again, thank you for the love & support. Like, Follow, Share, & Comment as 
always. You can find me on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and Pinterest. If you 
have any ideas, suggestions, feedback, prayer requests, and/or praises I’d LOVE 
to hear them. Here’s a song I’ll leave you with: “He Knows” by Jeremy Camp.
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Growing up, my mom signed me up to get Focus on the 
Family’s teen-girl magazine Brio. Every month I would be 
so anxious for the new edition to come, and I would read 

the whole magazine in just a few hours. Brio was eventually name 
Susie, then Sisterhood.  Needless to say, it didn’t really matter what 
the magazine was called.  I kept every issue.  The issues talked 
about everything from guys to entertainment to ministry.  It was 
a good positive Christian alternative print to receiving Seventeen 
or Teen Vogue. One day, I received a notice saying I would not 
longer be receiving the magazine, because there were to be no 
more magazines.  I was really bummed, and I knew I was not the 
only one. I remember taking my collection and spreading them out 
on my bed. I wondered why I could not be the one to restart the 
magazine.

Since that moment, restarting the magazine has always been in the 
back of my mind. I believe God does not just leave something on 
your heart or in your mind unless He wants you to do something 

with it. I found myself going into Graphic Design two years ago. 
Within the last year, one of my professors mentioned to me 
Publication Communication. He said that not knowing that I 
wanted to head that way anyways. Remember as kids, adults 
would ask us what our dream job would be? Mine, as of a few years 
ago, has been to work for Focus on the Family in Colorado Spring, 
Colorado in the Christian magazine industry

“People are prettiest when they talk about something they really 
love with passion in their eyes.” This has really become me. I feel 
like such a nerd when I take time studying fonts and reading about 
what colors express certain emotions. Yet, I find myself up late at 
night, early in the wee hours of the morning, working on process 
books. This semester, my independent project is redesigning my 
school’s magazine. However, it has become bigger than just that. 
It is what/who is driving me and why I am so passionate.  At the 
beginning of these past two years, I gave my dreams, my project, 
and work to God. I prayed that, through it all, people would know 
what I believed even if the content wasn’t particularly spiritual. 
I am really committed to my goals. For example, when given the 
chance to pick song lyrics for a project, I chose Oceans by Hillsong. 
I used those lyrics, completed my project, and found it hanging in 
the hallway. Someone was looking at it and asked me about it. It 
started a conversation about God. It does not have to be my work, 
but it is how I present myself or how I critique others work. Yes, 
I could just ‘try to get by’ or have an attitude that ‘I’m not good 
enough’, but how do I expect to keep growing and learning if I’m 
settling for less than my ability. Suppose I straight up tell a person 
that their work is awful, but how does that encourage or push them 
to live up to the best of their ability. God believes in us, wants us to 
learn all that we can, and be humble.

Graphic Design is a way of communication using design, 
typography, color, and images. It influences people in big ways. 
At arms length away is media and print that is negative and 
centered around gossip or immodest fashion. However, there 
does exist an industry that is positive, encouraging, and trusting. 
They are bringing people hope. That is the team of which I want 
to be a part. I take what I do seriously and I work really hard, 
because I know God has a greater plan for me. In my bedroom is a 
stack of magazines—there to encourage me to keep pressing on. 
Yes, I could go to a state school, and make lots of money working 
for an agency in a big city. I believe God has me on a different 
path.  In making the decision to go to Greenville, I’m already 
seeing why He is taking me there in the fall. I’m really feeling 
God’s call and I’m excited.

Here is the bottom line:  To get where I am at this moment took 
struggles, failing, confusion, stress, and tears. It took sacrifice, 
but I wouldn’t trade it for the world. I have found the ‘calling’ for 
which we all dream. I do not know where I’ll end up, but it will 
be wherever God leads me. God gave us all gifts and talents that 
need, and we need to use them wisely.  I encourage you, if you are 
at a place where you feel stuck, pray about it. Talk to God about it, 
but also take set aside time to listen and pay attention to the signs 
He provides to you. At the end of the day, give all the honor and 
glory to God.
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23We all go through seasons 
of change and transition. 
For some, these seasons 

involve separation. It’s difficult to 
understand what others go through 
unless we’ve experienced them 
ourselves. As students, we don’t 
understand what it’s like for our 
parents when they drop us off at 
college for the first time. Likewise, 
if parents have never been to 
college, it might be hard for them 
to understand what it’s like to start 
over in a new place.

Luke 15:11-32 is the story of the 
Prodigal Son. It’s about a son 
who leaves home after gaining an 
inheritance from his father. The 
work and pay that the son sought 
after did not meet his expectations. 
He blew through his inheritance 
and then returned home to his 
father who welcomed him with 
open arms. The separation between 
the father and son was only 
temporary but probably felt like an 
eternity for the both of them.

God knows that separation is tough 
because he’s gone through it with 
His children. He is omnipotent and 
omnipresent. Not even a sparrow Tem

por
ary falls to the ground without Him knowing it. God knew when 

He created us that He would have to send His son to die for our 
sins. Jesus was the ultimate sacrifice so we wouldn’t have to face 
eternal separation from our Heavenly Father.

Isaiah 59:2 proclaims: “But your iniquities have made a separation 
between you and your God, and your sins have hidden His face 
from you so that He does not hear.” Our willing disobedience 
towards God can be defined as our iniquities. For some, these 
iniquities could be an addiction, lust, self-righteousness, pride, or 
personal ambition. The list could go on forever.

We are temporarily separated from our Heavenly Father, but 
because of His Son who died for our sins, we have an opportunity 
to be reconnected with Him if we choose. He’s just like the father 
in the story of the Prodigal Son who had his arms wide open 
waiting for his son to return.

Philippians 2:8 says: “And being found in appearance as a man, 
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death 
on a cross!” We need to accept the free gift that God offers us and 
confess our sins so we can receive His unfailing grace.

Ephesians 2:8 asserts: “For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God.” Having faith and surrendering our doubts and plans to God 
will help us through the change in our lives. After all, this life is 
not our own. Jeremiah 10:23 states: “LORD, I know that people’s 
lives are not their own; it is not for them to direct their steps.”

More of you, JESUS, Less of me

No matter the physical separation here on Earth, God is with each 
and every one of us. This life is out of our hands and inside of 
God’s. He has some awesome plans for us, we just have to let Him 
guide us.
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